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The Task

An Expert Panel was established by the State Government in December 2004 to
examine proposals to transport water from the Kimberley to Perth.

The Kimberley Water Source
Project is providing an
opportunity for Kimberley water
supply concepts to be
evaluated at the same time
through a single process.

The Expert Panel is expected
to report its findings to the
Western Australian

Government by 31 March 2006. 50 gigalitres is three times the amount of water in the Swan River
between the Narrows Bridge and the Causeway (which varies in
depth from less than a metre to 1.5 metres in dredged channels).

The Process
The Panel advertised for preliminary concepts in Australia and overseas in January
2005.

It received 30 responses, which proposed transporting water by pipeline, canal or
ocean.

Of the 30 that expressed an interest eight were interviewed by the Panel, supported
by engineering experts, to further examine the technical viability of the three
concepts. The eight represented four pipeline proposals, one canal and three that
would use ocean transport.

Technical and financial experts will now study the three concepts to investigate:
- cost and reliability;
- how and where the water is collected;
- the best routes;
- the identification of social, environmental and heritage issues;
- the long-term operating costs;
- water treatment and delivery into the Water Corporation’s system in Perth; and
- the potential to service other locations enroute.

Source Investigation

Knowledge of underground water under
the Fitzroy River is limited and, as this is
the proposed source for the canal and
pipeline concepts that are part of the
terms of reference, the Panel has
commissioned the Department of
Environment to assess the amount and
quality of water available. Aboriginal
cultural issues mean this will be limited

to a desktop study.
Fitzroy River between Fitzroy Crossing and Derby.




International Studies
Panel members studied similar, large-scale projects overseas. They visited:

America - The All American Canal and Coachella Canal in California® Imperial Valley and
the Californian Agueduct near Sacramento, studying construction, maintenance and
water transfer issues for canals and pipelines. They also investigated groundwater
recharge.

Turkey - Antalya and Manavgat water supply project looking at the infrastructure
requirements for exporting large volumes of water via water bags and tankers.

Greece - Piraeus, Athens looking at one of the most successful and ongoing water
transfer businesses using water bags and aquatankers.

The full findings of this trip will be included in the final report to Government.

Delivery into the Perth system

The Panel has asked the Water Corporation for a report on the issues to be faced in
delivering the water into the Integrated Water Supply Scheme.

Community consultation

The Panel visited key Kimberley stakeholders including local government, Chambers
of Commerce, the Kimberley Land Council and environmental groups in late March
and June.

Feedback focussed on:

- an outcome for the Kimberley in which
water was not seen as a free resource.

- the Fitzroy River water not going to waste,
but sustaining the ecosystem of King
Sound.

- more development in the region.

- the significance of environmental and
cultural issues. and

- some guarded, localised support
acknowledging a major water project as
an economic driver. Diversion Dam, Kununurra.

In June panel members met with the Kimberley Land Council to discuss access
issues relating to the hydrogeological study of the Fitzroy River. The Panel also met
with Shire of Broome, Environs Kimberley and the Kimberley Development
Commission.

The Panel has committed to continue visiting the Kimberley region to provide
information and meet with interested parties.

The Panel has also met with other interest/stakeholder groups, such as the
Pastoralists and Graziers Association (PGA), to canvass their issues.

Professor Appleyard gave a lunchtime presentation on the project to the Committee of
Economic Development of Australia (CEDA) in June.
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