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(Chair) 

·  Prof Robert Harvey, Pro Vice–Chancellor Equity and Indigenous and 
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·  Prof Greg Ivey, Head, School of Environmental Systems Engineering, 
University of Western Australia 

·  Dr Geoff Syme, Research Director, CSIRO Land and Water 
·  Ms Barbara Wiese, Chair, Sustainability Assessment Panel, South West 

Yarragadee 
 
Attendees 

·  Ms Meredith Blais, Principal Policy Officer, Department of the Premier and 
Cabinet  

·  Ms Helen Forte, Senior Policy Officer, Department of the Premier and Cabinet 
·  Ms Megan Chinnery, Executive Officer, Department of the Premier and 

Cabinet 
 
Meeting Synopsis 
The inaugural meeting of the State Water Planning Review Panel was held on 
Thursday, 2 February 2006.  The main focus of the meeting was the development of 
the strategic water policy framework, which will form an integral part of the State 
Water Plan.  
 
Background information and context on water resources reform, in particular the 
development of the State Water Plan and regional water plans was provided to the 
Review Panel.  A draft copy of the strategic water policy framework to be released in 
April 2006 for public comment, was distributed prior to the meeting, for consideration 
and comment.  The Review Panel acknowledged consultation undertaken to date 
and its importance in the further development of the State and regional water plans. 
 
The overall format of the policy framework, including the proposed structure of the 
discussion paper for public comment was well received by the Review Panel, 
although it was suggested that tradeoffs and areas of contention be more clearly 
identified and discussed.  The critical importance of recognising the connectivity 
between water and land planning should be reflected in the Plan structure.  
 
The Review Panel noted that terms used throughout the document needed to be 
clearly and consistently defined and applied. It was also recognised that the 
language used should be plain english where possible. The concept of 
”sustainability” should reflect the costs and benefits relevant to social, environmental 
and economic values. 
  
With regards to protecting water resources, it was recommended that climatic 
variability and its impact on water allocations and desired environmental outcomes 
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be identified as a key element of this objective.  The Review Panel also recognised 
that planning for environmental outcomes and water resources management should 
be undertaken at all levels – state, regional and local. 
 
The Review Panel emphasised the importance of establishing and maintaining 
accurate and accessible data, recognising that data quality will contribute to a better 
understanding and improve decision making with respect to the management of our 
water resources. 
 
The Review Panel suggested the inclusion of market rules to guide the trading and 
transfer of water resources.  It was also recommended that there be a stronger focus 
on supporting regional and community development in regards to service delivery. 
 
It was agreed that the Review Panel will meet again in July 2006 to discuss 
outcomes of the public consultation on the strategic water policy framework and 
progress on the South West Regional Water Plan.  
 
 
 

 
 
State Water Plan Review Panel: (L-R) Professor Robert Harvey, Dr Geoff Syme, Ms 
Barbara Wiese and Professor Greg Ivey 
 

 


