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Western Australia’s recreational fishing community isrespnted by Recfishwest, the
Recreational Fishing Advisory Committee (RFAC) and vatyi supported by the
Department of Fisheries (WA).

The state’s most popular freshwater fishing area is théhem inland bioregion, where
there are two licensed recreational fisheries thajetamarron (freshwater crayfish) and
native and introduced freshwater fish species (primaaigbow trout, brown trout, redfin
perch and freshwater cobbler). These fisheries argréfisant tourist attraction for the
region, generating valuable income for regional @niand the fishery also supports a
number of licensed fishing tour operators.

Over 20,000 marron and freshwater fishing licencesism@ed each year, contributing to
approximately $500,000 of revenue which is used t@padreeding, stocking, research,
management and monitoring activities. It should be chéat fishing for marron is an
activity that is unique to WA, marron are not foumdthe wild outside of the State’'s
southwest. In addition, the estimated 15,200 angles @&ymarroning and 28,000 angler
days freshwater angling in regional locations providedignificant economical boost to
regional towns in the south-west.

The public water bodies open to recreational a@wiin the Waroona/Harvey district
currently support a significant component of Westernstfalia's freshwater fishing
opportunities. Approximately 70% of the dam comporadrihe recreational marron fishery
occurs in Waroona, Harvey, Wellington, Drakes Braold Logue Brook Dams. These
waters also make up over 80% of the southwest’s freshwgpeundment angling effort.

Over the past few decades nearby water bodies whioh eveee major components of the
recreational fishery such as Samson, Harris and Stifliagys and the Harvey River
upstream of Stirling Dam, have been progressively closeecreational fishing and brought
online as drinking water source areas.

Currently there are few dams where fishing is still ptedi The loss of access to any of
the remaining dams open to fishing such as to LoguekBitdarvey, Wellington Dam or
Waroona would not only impact significantly on lotadirism but the displacement of effort
away from dams could eventually lead to the recreatiorarron fishery being permanently
closed due to the fragile state of river systems irsthghwest.

The Department of Water’'s state-wide policy No. B8licy and Guidelines of Recreation
within Public Drinking Water Source Areas on Crown Land’ stipulates that recreational
fishing may be allowed in these areas if the activdg heen approved historically and the
risk to the resource is accepted following communitysottation (Table 2. Compatibility of
water based recreational activities). It is importdwatt this option is adopted in order to
alleviate the disenfranchisement loss of amenity to frasdnishers in this state.



Recreational marron and trout fishing has been a cabhpaictivity on Logue Brook Dam
since its construction in the 1950’s. In addition,ithpact on water quality of over 50 years
of angling and marroning access on Stirling Dam has beesmall as to be incapable of
being measured.

The Department of Water acknowledges that the risi frecreational fishing is small, but
that it is unacceptable. If the Department of Watere truly concerned about the real risk
of any form of contamination, they would be urginglrevater treatment responses as the
risk with and without recreational fishing access idually identical (in the order of
1:10,000,000,000 without fishing versus 1.05:10,00D@@0 with this activity). In both
cases the risk is small but the impact potentially extreriaefe. To ignore the wider risk
puts anyone who use the public drinking water paa#iytiat an almost identical (but
unmanaged) risk.

Every other jurisdiction in Australia allows recreaal fishing in some or most drinking

water supplies. In other parts of the nation, remrat fishing is permitted in public

drinking water dams including Hinze Dam in Queenslaadld Coast) and Googong Dam
in Canberra. In fact, a total of 119,000 hectames drea of about 35kilometres by 35
kilometers) of water supply dams are open to fishingfl8W and Queensland alone. In
these impoundments several strategies have been employegirtise any adverse impact
on water quality. The concept of ‘risk managementhea than ‘risk avoidance’ in public

drinking water source areas in Western Australia neets tonsidered as a strategy.

Logue Brook Dam would be an ideal location for thel tof a management strategy that
allows for the recreational activities such as fishiagco-exist in public drinking water
source areas. Logue Brook Dam is readily accessibéadirhas some public amenities and
is a relatively open reservoir where recreationahifig activities could be effectively
monitored.

Risk management could include the following measureeefoeational activities;
» controlled access within public drinking water souaceas;
» restricted access to licence holders only (sign in agrdait basis);
* public amenities and waste collection points belowdé®;
» only allowing the use of naturally occurring baitsadtificial lures;
» prohibiting the use of petrol powered vessels;
* measures supported by a comprehensive education program;
* ongoing water quality testing, and
* secondary or tertiary water treatment as a safeguard.

Recreational marron fishing is now under real threahfsalinisation, which is reducing the
distribution from the east and loss of access from dam essiiom the west. It is

important to protect this uniquely Western Australiativaty that is already licensed and
well managed or it will disappear forever.

Should the history and good management be ignoredeaneiational access to Logue Brook
Dam is no longer permitted, the recreational freshwidbing sector must be adequately
compensated for water bodies that have already hakl stdancement, via activities such
as further stock or habitat enhancement in other danesewfishing will continue to be
permitted. We promote the installation of suitableewateatment as a realistic option or
construction of a special fishing dam.



